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INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 

Assistant Commissioner for Patents 
BOX PATENT APPLICATION 
Washington, D.C. 20231 

Sir: 

Under 37 OP.R. §§ 1.56 and 1.97 et seq., the following references are disclosed which may be 
material to the patentability of this application. A Form PTO-1449 is enclosed which lists the enclosed 
references. 

The Examiner is respectfully requested to fully consider the items and to independently ascertain 
their teaching. 



1 .[ ] For each of the following items listed on the enclosed copy of Form PTO-1449 that is not in the 
English language, an English language translation of that item or a portion thereof , a concise 
explanation of the relevance of that item, or an English language search report is 
enclosed. 



2. [ ] For each of the following items listed on the enclosed copy of Form PTO-1449 that is not in the 

English language, a concise explanation of the relevance of that item is incorporated in the 
specification of the above-identified application. 

3. [ X ] Any copy of the items listed on the enclosed copy of Form PTO-1449 that is not enclosed with this 

Information Disclosure Statement was previously cited by or submitted to the Patent and 
Trademark Office in a parent application , U.S. Serial No. 09/107,120, filed 06/30/98, of this [X ] 
Continuation, [ ] Divisional or [ ] Continuation-ln-Part application under 37 C.F.R. sec. 1.62. 
Applicant hereby requests the examiner to consider the references cited in the parent application. 
A copy of the references cited in the parent application will be provided upon request. 
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4. [ X] No fee is due under 37 C.F.R. sec. 1.17(p) for this Information Disclosure Statement since it is 

being filed in compliance with: 

[ X ] 37 C.F.R. sec. 1 .97(b)(1), within three months of the filing date of the above-identified 
application. 

[ ] 37 C.F.R. sec. 1 .97(b)(2), within three months of the date of entry into the national stage 
as set forth in sec. 1.491 in an international application. 

[ ] 37 C.F.R. sec. 1.97(b)(3), before the mailing date of a first Office Action on the merits. 

5. [ ] No fee is due under 37 C.F.R. sec. 1 .17(p) for this Information Disclosure Statement since it is 

being filed in compliance with 37 C.F.R. sec. 1.97 (c), after the period specified in paragraph 4 
above but before the mailing date of a final action or a Notice of Allowance (where there has been 
no prior final action), and is accompanied by one of the certifications pursuant to 37 C.F.R. sec. 
1.97(e) set forth in paragraph 9 below. 

6. [ ] A fee is due under 37 C.F.R. sec. 1.1 7(p) for this Information Disclosure Statement since it is 

being filed in compliance with 37 C.F.R. sec. 1.97(c), after the period specified in paragraph 4 
above but before the mailing date of a final action or a notice of allowance (where there has been 
no prior final action): 

[ ] Charge the fee to Deposit Account No. , Order No. . A 

DUPLICATE COPY OF THIS SHEET IS ATTACHED. 

7. [ ] A fee is due under 37 C.F.R. sec. 1.17(i)(1) for this Information Disclosure Statement since it is 

being filed in compliance with 37 C.F.R. sec. 1.97(d), after the mailing date of a final action or a 
notice of allowance, whichever comes first, but before payment of the issue fee, and is 
accompanied by: 

a. one of the certifications pursuant to 37 C.F.R. sec. 1.97(e) set forth in paragraph 9 below; 
and 

b. the attached petition requesting consideration of this Information Disclosure Statement; 
and 

c. the fee due under 37 C.F.R. sec. 1.17(i)(1) which is paid as set forth in paragraph 10 
below. 



Case No. CX098007 

A fee is due under 37 C.F.R. sec. 1.17(i)(1) for this Information Disclosure Statement since it is 
being filed in compliance with: 

a. [ ] 37 C.F.R. sec. 1.313(b)(3), after the issue fee has been paid and information cited in this 

Information Disclosure Statement may render at least one claim unpatentable and is 
accompanied by the attached Petition to Withdraw Application from Issue; 

b. [ ] 37 C.F.R. sec. 1.313(b)(5), after the issue fee has been paid and information cited in this 

Information Disclosure Statement is to be considered in a Continuation application upon 
abandonment of the instant application and is accompanied by the attached Petition to 
Withdraw Application from Issue. 

c. [ ] The fee due under 37 C.F.R. sec. 1.17(i)(1) is paid as set forth in paragraph 10 below. 

[ ] I hereby certify that each item of information contained in this Information Disclosure 
Statement was cited in a communication from a foreign patent office in a counterpart 
foreign application not more than three months prior to the filing of this Information 
Disclosure Statement. 

[ ] I hereby certify that no item of information in the Information Disclosure Statement filed 
herewith was cited in a communication from a foreign patent office in a counterpart 
foreign application or, to my knowledge after making reasonable inquiry, was known to 
any individual designated in sec. 1.56(c) more than three months prior to the filing of this 
Information Disclosure Statement. 
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10. [ ] Charge the feedue under 37 C.F.R. sec. 1.17(i)(1) to Deposit Account No. .Order 

No. . A DUPLICATE COPY OF THIS SHEET IS ATTACHED. 

[ X ] The Assistant Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge any additional fees which 
may be required for this Information Disclosure Statement, or credit any overpayment to 
Deposit Account No. 13-4772 A DUPLICATE COPY OF THIS SHEET IS 

ATTACHED. 

Respectfully submitted, 



Please forward all correspondence to: By: 

Val Jean Hillman 
Attorney/Agent for Applicants 

Customer Number 22917 Reg. No. 34,841 

Phone: (847)576-6735 
Fax: (847)576-0721 
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Dit* of Deposit AWiWa^ a. -$co 

1 hereby ctrtifytha this paper or fee Is being deposited wfththo 
United States Postal StnrtcfExprcsa KlA Pcci Cfflca to 
Addresses* sendee under STCffl 1.10 oa tno data Indicated 
ebove end Is tddressed to flit Assistant Commissioner for 
Psfltfltei Wwftlnjton P*c> ?omi. 



